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Ms. Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim is a leader and activist born in 
Mbororo, a pastoralist community of Chad. She is a member of the 
Peule people (Foulbe, Bororo), a region with an estimated population 
of 250,000 people, all nomads, and almost exclusively breeders and 
engaged in subsistence farming. Ms. Hindou is also the Director of 
AFPAT (Association for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad - 
Association des Femmes Peules Autochtones du Tchad), a 

community-based organization that fights against the marginalization of women who suffer lack 
of education, early marriage and the unwritten rules of the general policy to address and protect 
women issues. 

Ms Oumarou Ibrahim is a member of the Executive committee of the Indigenous Peoples of 
Africa Coordinating Committee (IPACC), where she is the representative of the Congo Basin 
Region. She has an extensive background in indigenous peoples' rights and environmental 
protection and a wide knowledge of the three Rio Conventions (Biodiversity, Climate Change, 
and Desertification).  

Furthermore, she is a Policy board Member of the United Nations-Indigenous Peoples 
Partnership (UNIPP) and a member of the Réseau on Climate & Development and RPP Chad 
National Committee. She is the Chair of recruitment and Co-Chair of the Pan-African Climate 
Justice Alliance (PACJA).  

Ms. Hindou is an expert in climate adaptation, mitigation, and traditional knowledge of 
Indigenous Peoples on Climate Change.  

 

 

Ms. Pelenise Alofa is the Executive Director for the Kiribati Climate 
Action Network (KiriCAN), a network of twenty organizations active on 
climate change issues. She hails from Banaba Island in Kiribati. Her 
strengths lie in project development, program facilitation, capacity 
building, and strategic management. She has built a strong working 
relationship with the government on climate change programs in Kiribati. 
She has also successfully established the Banaban Network in Fiji for the 
Banabans, an indigenous people who were resettled in Fiji, and is working 
diligently to help create the Pacific node for the Climate Action Network. 
Pelenise is a teacher by profession and is member of the Advisory 
Committee and Scholarship Board for the Ministry of Education in 

Kiribati. Her involvement in education has led her working with youth and students on climate 
change programs.  

She is an educationist and is committed to the development of people and communities. Her 
objective in life is to fully utilize her skills, talents and abilities to alleviate poverty and improve 
quality of life for the people of Kiribati and the Pacific and to be a more resourceful and 
responsible global citizen. 

KiriCAN has membership in the CAN International and the Pacific Calling Partnership based in 
Sydney. In 2012, Pelenise successfully established partnership between KiriCAN and Live & 
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Learn Environmental Education International, an organization currently doing adaptation 
projects in Kiribati. She sits on the board for the Live & Learn International. Pelenise is a 
passionate advocator for Climate Change locally and internationally on behalf of Kiribati and the 
Pacific. She continues to advocate for the respect and responsibility of the developed countries to 
small island states which are being disadvantaged because of adverse effects of Climate Change. 

She is currently employed by the University of the South Pacific (USP), Pacific Centre of 
Sustainable Development (PACE-SD) as In-Country Coordinator of the European Union/Global 
Climate Change Alliance project (EU/GCCA). The project aims to develop and strengthen the 
Pacific ACP countries’ capacity to adapt to the impacts of climate change through capacity 
building, research, and community engagement. 

Pelenise was also a former member of both the Education Advisory Committee and the Kiribati 
Scholarship Board for the Ministry of Education. And lastly, she was the founder of the Banaban 
Elders & Landowners Association (BELA) based in Suva, Fiji and loves to travel between her two 
homes: Kiribati and Fiji. 

 

 

Prof. Michael B. Gerrard, Andrew Sabin Professor of Professional Practice 
at Columbia Law School, teaches courses on environmental law, climate 
change law, and energy regulation, and is director of the Sabin Center for 
Climate Change Law. He is also Associate Chair of the faculty of Columbia 
University’s Earth Institute. From 1979 through 2008 he practiced 
environmental law in New York, most recently as partner in charge of the 
New York office of Arnold & Porter LLP. Upon joining the Columbia law 
faculty in 2009, he became Senior Counsel to the firm. His practice 
involved trying numerous cases and arguing many appeals in federal and 
state courts and administrative tribunals, handling the environmental 
aspects of numerous transactions and development projects, and providing 

regulatory compliance advice to a wide variety of clients in the private and public sectors. 

A prolific writer in environmental law and climate change, Gerrard twice received the 
Association of American Publishers' Best Law Book award for works on environmental law and 
brownfields. He has written or edited eleven books, including Global Climate Change and U.S. 
Law, the leading work in its field (second edition published in 2014, co-edited with Jody 
Freeman) and the twelve-volume Environmental Law Practice Guide. Among his other books are 
The Law of Clean Energy: Efficiency and Renewables (2011), The Law of Adaptation to Climate 
Change: U.S. and International Aspects (2012) and Threatened Island Nations: Legal Implications 
of Rising Seas and a Changing Climate (2013). Since 1986 he has been an environmental law 
columnist for the New York Law Journal.  

Gerrard was the 2004-2005 chair of the American Bar Association's 10, 000-member Section of 
Environment, Energy and Resources. He also chaired the Executive Committee of the New York 
City Bar Association, and the Environmental Law Section of the New York State Bar Association. 
He has served on the executive committees of the boards of the Environmental Law Institute and 
the American College of Environmental Lawyers. Several independent rating services ranked 
Gerrard as the leading environmental lawyer in New York and one of the leading environmental 
lawyers in the world. 


