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I would like to start by thanking the permanent missions of Malaysia and Spain 
for bringing the Council’s attention to the important topic of Climate Change 
and security challenges. This statement is delivered on behalf of Sweden, Iceland 
and Norway. 
 
For Nordic countries, combating climate change is a top priority. We believe 
cooperative responses are needed, with actions both at home and abroad. My own 
country, Sweden, has successfully demonstrated that it is possible to decouple 
domestic greenhouse gas emissions from economic growth. Since 1990, we have 
reduced our emissions by more than 20 %, while at the same time experiencing 
economic growth by 60%. Our countries stand firm in our mitigation 
commitment.  
 
Poor countries and poor people are the most disproportionately affected by 
negative climate change impacts. We have only just begun to see the effects of 
climate change. It is indeed the tip of a potential iceberg. Yet, we can already see 
that climate change and environmental degradation disproportionally affect the 
most vulnerable and deprived.  
 
Only through joint efforts can we assist the most exposed and avoid the insecurity 
arising from a warmer planet. A legally binding agreement at the climate 
conference in Paris later this year is a crucial step towards a safer world and 
steering towards a development that respects the boundaries set by our planet. 
 
Climate change and its consequences are multidimensional. Already, arable land 
is lost every year to degradation aggravated by climate change threatening the 
livelihoods of millions of people and their future food security. Land is further 
expected to be lost entirely from projected sea level rise. Water scarcity is another 
already visible effect and a driver of forced migration. Severe weather has caused 
multiple tragedies in recent years, in developed and developing countries alike.  
 



If we stay on today’s course towards global warming of 4-6 °C, the World Bank 
estimates that food production could halve in highly populated areas of North 
Africa and Latin America. Sub-Saharan Africa would experience increased 
droughts that would reverse all the gains that we have achieved in terms of food 
security. South Asia and small island states would be among those hardest-hit by 
rising sea levels and extreme weather events. Places like Cairo could become 
uninhabitable for six months of the year.  
 
 
Climate change adversely affects security in fragile settings where governance is 
weak and institutional capacity to deal with shocks and crises is lacking. Conflict 
is development in reverse. It clearly strikes out gains on, for example, gender 
equality, human rights and climate adaptation.  
 
We all know that the relationship between climate change and conflict is 
complex. It is rarely straightforward or linear. Evidence tells us that climate 
change seldom is the direct cause of conflict, but that it can work as a threat 
multiplier that can aggravate existing tensions and divisions. This is why political 
responses and mitigation efforts must take conflict into account. It is equally 
important that we include different climate change scenarios into our security 
analysis. These are both areas where we still have a lot to learn. 
 
Conflict-sensitivity is crucial. Climate change mitigation and adaption measures 
must be informed by a conflict analysis in fragile settings. A thorough 
understanding of existing tensions is necessary to ensure that interventions do not 
increase the risk of conflict, but instead sustain peace. It is also crucial in order to 
have a thorough understanding of how underlying tensions may influence men, 
women, boys and girls in different ways. 
 
To prevent future conflicts, we need to support capacity building and strengthen 
resilience in contexts where governance is weak and institutions are fragile. 
Sustainable management of natural resources, livelihood programs, disaster risk 
management and mechanisms for early warning and early action are all equally 
important. We must therefore encourage comprehensive, multisectoral 
approaches to prevent and deal with the effects of climate change in fragile states. 
We must ensure a holistic approach and integrate: 



 
- climate change mitigation programmes, with particular emphasis on 

renewable energy 
 

- climate change adaption programmes, including sustainable land and water 
management 

 
- development and humanitarian aid programmes 

 
- peacebuilding and conflict prevention programmes 

 
 
Inclusivity is key. Civil society, local authorities and the private sector must be 
involved and take part in the dialogue to ensure effective, transparent and 
inclusive solutions. 
 
In order to succeed, we need to put our money where our mouth is. We need to 
provide extra financing to help poor and fragile countries build capacity for 
sustainable development. This is why Nordic countries have made significant 
commitments to the new Green Climate Fund. Nordic countries are also among 
the largest donors to other multilateral and bilateral climate actions. In addition 
to this, I would also like to finish by mentioning that Sweden has made a 
commitment to streamline all of its development cooperation to be climate 
friendly. 
 
Thank you. 
 


